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“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in Hts paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MicaH Iv: 2. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER CHARLES W. PENROSE. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 576.] 
WE read in this same New Testament that the Lord placed in the Church 
apostles and prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, for the perfecting 
of the Saints—not a book, not a collection of books; but apostles and — 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, “for the perfecting of the 
Saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man.” That is how Christ’s church was organized. 
You go to these same reverend gentlemen who worship the Bible and 
read to them out of the 4th chapter of Ephesians and the 12th chapter of 
1 Corinthians, and what will they say? “Oh, well, we don’t need any 
apostles nowadays. We have so many enlightened men that we don’t 
want any apostles or prophets; and we have the Bible, so we don’t 
need any revelation.” Yes, they have so many enlightened men who can 
quarrel over a passage of scripture and resort to technicalities, and they 
can turn tothem. That is all they have, and the book is their standard. 
But what was the standard in the church that Christ set up? Apostles; 
living men clothed with power and authority; men filled with the Holy 
Ghost, who received their information direct from the fountain of light, 
and who could read the old scriptures and explain them if necessary ; who 
were the fountain of scripture themselves; so that if every book written 
by holy men of God in ancient times was burned, these men could bring 
forth the word of God to the people in their time, by the Holy Ghost, 
which gives life, and not by the letter that killeth. You ask these gentle- 
men about this organization of the Church, and they will say they do not 
need it nowadays. Do they believe that which they worship? No, they 
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do not. Ido not wish to say anything harsh about anybody; but that is 
the truth of it. They worship the book, and then do not believe it. 

In the writings of the Apostle to the Corinthians, we read: “Desire 
spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.” Reverend gentlemen, 
do you believe that? Do.you teach that to your congregations? Is it 
right to prophesy? Should people desire spiritual gifts? Should they 
seek to prophesy? “Oh no! these things are all done away. You are in 
darkness. You don’t understand these things; we do. We have been to 
college, and have been trained to comprehend these matters, and we do 
not need any prophesying nowadays. The people who pretend to be 
prophets are all impostors.” That is what these gentlemen say, and yet 
the Apostle Paul says: “Covet earnestly the best gifts” and “Desire 
spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.” And he tells us that 
the fruits of the Spirit are not only joy, love, patience, long-suffering, 
brotherly kindness, and charity; but says he, “to one is given by the 
Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the 
same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of 
healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to an- 
other prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds 
of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues; but all these work- 
eth that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as 
he will.”—1 Cor. xii: 8—12. 

Then he goes on to say that all these form a part of the body of Christ 
—His Church—and further along says: “And God hath set some in the 
church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” 
All these are a part of the Church of Christ. Well, if they are, where is 
the Church now? Where are the signs of its existence? Where are the 
apostles to stand first in the Church? Where are the prophets to bring 
forth the word of God to the people who now live, that they may not be 
depending upon what was said thousands of years ago to somebody else? 
Where are the evangelists, the pastors, the teachers, to perfect the Saints 
and to bring them to the unity of the faith, to the knowledge of the Son 
of God, “that they may henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine?’ That is what they were 
placed in the early church for. Where are they now? They are gone; 
and men have built up churches; men have made creeds; men have put 
their private interpretations upon the sayings of the old Prophets; men 
have set up this Bible—this dead letter—as a deity for people to fall down 
and worship. The result is, they are in the dark; their learning does not 
profit them, nor all their training and study till their hair has turned 
grey or fallen out and left them bald. Why? Because the letter killeth, 
and the spirit has departed. Spirit maketh alive. Don’t they believe in 
the Holy Spirit? Yes, in a sort of perfunctory fashion; but they don’t 
believe in receiving that Holy Ghost that the prophets had. Does the 
Holy Ghost reveal the mind of God to-day? “Oh no,” say they, “that 
was thousands of years ago. Nosuch Holy Ghost now! Nosuch mani- 
festations now! God does not speak now! Angels do not come down 
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now! The Holy Ghost is not like it was when the prophets and the apos- 
tles had it! There is no scripture written now! We have to go by the 
writings of the old, dead men, written for ages that are dead and buried.” 
It is all nonsense. We who live on the earth in these days are the sons 
and daughters of the great God as much as the people who lived in the 
days of Isaiah, or in the days of Peter, and we need the word of the Lord 
to-day—the living word, the word of God spoken now. Is God dumb? 
Are the heavens shut up and sealed? Has God changed? Do we not 
need scripture now to refresh us spiritually, as well as the people who 
lived in the past times? Are we to chew over the old dry husks they have 
left, or are we to have the kernel, the living word of God to-day? 

Thanks to God Almighty, the heavens have been opened again; the 
silence of ages has been broken. Our Father has spoken from heaven. 
Jesus Christ has made himself manifest. Angels have come down from 
the courts of glory and brought messages of life and salvation. And we 
have the books also; not only the Bible, but the Book of Mormon—a 
history of this continent, written by inspired men, translated by an in- 
spired man. But that is a record of the past, the history of another 
people, the revelations to another people. It harmonizes with the Bible, 
and also with the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, which contains some 
of the revelations given through the Prophet Joseph Smith and the 
Prophet Brigham Young. We have in our midst, above all that, the living 
oracles—living apostles, living prophets; men now inspired of God, who 
can give us, to-day, as it is need, the word of the Lord for our guidance. 
And above all that, we have the great consolation that we have this “more 
sure word of prophecy, like unto a light shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawn and the day star arises in our hearts’—the Holy Ghost, the 
Comforter, given to every man to profit withal, with the same gifts, the 
same manifestations, the same powers, the same light and the same bles- 
sings that came with it formerly. It is a comforter, it is an enlightener; 
it takes of the things of God and shows them to us to-day—now; and all 
people who live on the earth may receive that blessing if they will. How 
can they get it? Just as they obtained it in olden times. The word of 
the Lord is the same to-day as it was on the day of Pentecost. What is 
it? “Repent, and be baptized every one of you.” Turn from your sins. 
Turn from your wickedness. Turn from your false creeds and your foolish 
notions; from your man worship, from your Bible worship, from your 
worship of wealth, and from your corruptions, and come unto the Lord 
your God. “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” And He 
is calling the earth from the rising of the sun to the going down thereof. 

I tell you, my friends, if there are any here to-day who do not know 
these things are true, that I know they are true, and I bear you this testi- 
mony, and I am willing to meet it when I stand before the great white 
throne, and every man shall be judged for his works. I bear you my 
testimony that I obeyed this call, that 1 repented, that I was baptized, 
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that I received the remission of my sins, that I received the Holy Ghost, 
and it is a reality, it is not an imaginary thing, but is just as clear and plain 
as the light that comes from the sun; and as that is a reality, so is the 
light of God that comes from the Sun of Righteousness; and it guides into 
truth, makes plain the things of God and dispels darkness from the 
human mind and fills the soul with an assurance and a confidence that 
nothing else can give. I know these things are true, and by its light I 
am able to read this Bible and find out the truth it contains and detect if 
there are errors; not because there is anything remarkable about me, but 
I have received that Spirit, and so have thousands who listen to me to-day, 
and all may receive it. This Gospel shal] be preached to all nations and 
tongues, and the honest and pure in heart will hear the sound and obey it, 
Not many of the rich, not many of the mighty, not many of the great ones 
of the earth, at present, will receive this truth; but the poor and meek of 
the earth, as the Bible predicts, receive the truth, and they rejoice in it. 
This is why they are here in these mountains. This is why these valleys 
are peopled with Saints from all nations. They have received the Gospel, 
they have received the Holy Ghost, the testimony of the truth, and they 
have come up here that they may learn more of the ways of God from His 
Apostles and His servants whom He has called and inspired in this age of 
the world, who are the living oracles to bring forth the living word of God. 

I exhort all my friends who are here to-day, if there be any not Latter- 
day Saints, to look into these things. I tell you they are worth every- 
thing. They are more precious than all the gold that could be piled up 
on the earth, and all the gems that could be brought forth from the sea. 
I know these things are true. God has revealed them to me by the Holy 
Ghost. And I bear testimony that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God 
and the instrument of the Almighty in building up His Church on the 
earth in the latter days, and restoring the ordinances and truths of the 
_ Gospel, with the Holy Ghost and the blessings that pertain thereunto. 
May God bless you, and help you to understand the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus. May we all have in our hearts that sure word of prophecy, the 
light of the Lord, to be a light to our paths, that we may not stray in the 
dark or go into by and forbidden paths, but pursue the straight and the 
narrow path, seeing our way, day by day, until we arrive at the fulness of 
the glory of God in His presence, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


IS ENGLAND APPROACHING CATHOLICISM? 


THE New Review contains the following article which exhibits the tendency 
to Catholicism in England. It is of exceptional interest and is set forth 
by the writer—“ Gallio”—with much clearness: 

Lately, with all the pomp and circumstance of the most ornate ecclesi- 
astical ceremony, England was solemnly “dedicated to the guardianship 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of St. Peter,” with the special blessing 
of Pope Leo XIII., St. Peter’s successor on the pontificial throne. Most — 
Englishmen will feel a twinge of disappointment on behalf of poor old 
St. George and his dragon, who are thus apparently to be relegated toa 
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secondary position in the national hagiology. Some may laugh. None 
who think seriously can afford to disregard the significance of this open 
bid for the tutorship of England’s souls by the great church to which the 
majority of Christians owe allegiance. After gaining point after point 
in civic liberty and general tolerance, nay, rather, official recognition among 
us; after winning over some of our best thinkers and many of our wealth- 
iest citizens, the time has arrived for Rome to abandon guerrilla warfare 
and make a general attack all along the line on the country whose piety 
first instituted Peter’s pence, and whose exceptional religious feeling, as 
well as her great wealth, makes her so well worth the winning. The 
question naturally arises, what have we to oppose to the serried battalions 
of papal Christianity? Presuming that a large portion of the English 
people will want in the future a working form of religion, they will have 
these two alternatives before them—first, a well-fed, state-endowed church, 
whose official bread is well buttered on both sides, whose present consti- 
tution is the result of a royal sixteenth-century divorce suit and a seven- 
teenth-century compromise; secondly, an iron-framed organization based 
on the assumption of unquestionable authority, armed (if that be granted) 
with unassailable logic, and accoutred with every device that skill and 
experience can invent to captivate the human mind and charm the human 
senses. Queen Katherine and Anne Boleyn, together with their im- 
patient consort, have long passed away, and so, too, has the royal pedant 
who had to make the best of the religious hash they and their successors 
had left him. The creed James I. and his bishops formulated for us is 
supposed to be the official food of Queen Victoria’s subjects to-day. But 
how many churchmen in a thousand can tell you one single word or tenet _ 
of the queer compromise embodied in the Thirty-nine Articles, and how 
many clergymen make it their business to impress upon laymen the vital 
necessity of implicitly believing those rudiments of faith concerning 
which King James I[., in the preamble, declares that he “prohibits the 
least difference from the said Articles,” and ordains that “all further 
curious search be laid aside”? Putting aside, then, the infallibility ques- 
tion, in which the Church of Rome is a mere child compared with the 
National Church, what stamina has the latter wherewith to resist her 
wily antagonist? On the plane of dogmatic theology it must be admitted, 
surely, that the Thirty-nine Articles of James L. are not to be depended 
on as controversial weapons in the nineteenth century. It is not on them 
that the majority of Anglicans rely at this moment for the continued 
existence of their Church. It will be admitted by most practical people 
that this line of defence has become out of date. Most clergymen frankly 
admit that there are certain Articles which they cannot believe literally, 
but the acceptation or rejection of which is of small importance compared 
with practical Christianity. Though this way out of the difficulty prob- 
ably commends itself to the majority of their flocks, it must be seen that 
it immediately places them at a disadvantage in religious controversy. 
The second line of defence is the official place in the state the church 
occupies, the accumulated wealth left by pious churchmen for that church 
and no other, and the honest conviction which so largely obtains, that no 
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better substitute could be found for the inculcation of sound morals and 
the real essentials of Christian teaching apart from dogmas. Nobody will 
accuse the Church of England of supineness in fighting this particular 
battle of to-day against disestablishment and disendowment. And yet 
who doubts the result in twenty, or at most fifty years? 

Should the Church of England fall, the Nonconformist is not likely to 
prove a very serious obstacle to the onward march of the “Scarlet Lady.” 
He has no united front to present, and may have to flee to her skirts for 
protection from the waves of atheism. 

The irresistible conviction one is led to, in considering the future of 
religious England, is that the unthinking agnostics and the easy-going 
good fellows who form such a large proportion of the Church of England 
from habit, will in the future either belong to no church at all, or belong 
to the church which can give them the extreme dose of dogma, discipline, 
and religious sentiment certain types of mind require. England is not 
likely to become unchristian, but as far as churches are concerned, those 
who wish to preserve our National Church will have to consider her weak 
points. The attacking party are not asleep. The defenders at present 
seem to show no signs of wishing to reform her doctrines, or re-formularize 
them, or bring her system up to date. What will be the result if the 
Church of England falls, we must consider seriously. It may be antici- 
pated by some that if, in any way, in the days of her richness and official 
power, she “scourges us with whips,” the Church of Rome, if it gained the 
ascendency, would “scourge us with scorpions.” 

The Catholic Times, speaking of the above has the following: 

From the remarks of the reviewer one or two valuable lessons may be 
gathered by Catholics. Referring to the likelihood of Anglicanism being 
supplanted by the Catholic Church, he says, “It may be anticipated by 
some that if, in any way, in the days of her richness and official power, the 
Church of England scourges us with whips, the Church of Rome, if she 
gains the ascendency, would scourge us with scorpions.” This fear of the 
power of Rome, especially of the bishops and priests, is unfortunately 
common to nearly all protestants. It is a relic of the past when in the 
heat of religious strife deeds were done by Catholic and protestant leaders 
which no apologist can justify. Its effect even at this day is most baleful. 
One may convince intelligent protestants—professors, barristers, journal- 
ists, and others—of the strength of the Catholic position, but they often 
refuse to act on this conviction, contenting themselves with this reply, 
“Oh, I have read history. Your bishops and priests are tyrannical.” We 
must live down this prejudice. It will disappear as soon as protestants 
learn from experience that our bishops and priests are tolerant, broad- 
minded, charitable, and kind. Again, the writer in the New Review dwells 
enthusiastically on the importance of the social work accomplished by the 
Church of England. We cannot compete with it in resources for this 
work, but we can rival it in zeal and activity, and we should ever bear in 
mind if we desire to hasten the conversion of England, that the church 
which shows the greatest amount of real beneficence is sure to win the 
homage of the English masses, 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Two men were killed at Croxdale Colliery, Durham, on August 19, by a heavy fall of 
the roof. 

Twelve deaths from sunstroke have occurred in Bordeaux, and several cases are also 
reported from Paris. 

Seven lives were lost near Milton, Virginia, U.S. A., by a train falling from a bridge 
into a creek sixty feet below. 

It is estimated that, during the present century, no fewer than thirty millions of civil- 
ized men have perished in war. 

Ten fresh cases of cholera and six deaths have occurred at Naples, but the disease is 
said to be disappearing in Hungary. 

The Senate Hotel, Chicago, was destroyed by fire, on August 17. Four persons were 
burned to death, and another was killed in jumping from a window. 

A mad woman named Numagh has committed suicide at Fintona, County Tyrone, by 
throwing herself into a large fire. ‘The body was burned to a cinder. 


While a boat containing seventeen persons was crossing the Shannon, the craft from 
some unexplained cause capsized, and all of the occupants were drowned. 

An active political agitation exists in all parts of Spain at the instance of the Carlists 
and Republicans, and acts of incendiarism are being committed throughout the country. 

Messrs. Zimmermann’s extensive wood and coal yard, Berlin, has been destroyed by 
fire, during the progress of which a fireman was killed and four others seriously injured. 


An explosion of fire-damp occurred at the Kaiserstuhl pit of the United Westphalian 
Colliery, on August 19, whereby upwards of fifty persons were killed and many severely 
injured. 

Several persons of rank and influence in Yokohama, Japan, are charged with having 
robbed and poisoned the late Viscount Soma. Among those accused of the crime are the | 
deceased’s brother and mother. 


The British day at the World’s Fair was celebrated on August 19, in the presence of a 
large attendance of the public, and the celebration was brought to a conclusion with 
speeches and musical performances. 


The Southern Pacific is calling for all refrigerator cars in sight, in order to move vast 
amounts of California green fruit. There are over 2,000 of the cars on the Pacific coast, 
and the traffic, in the next few weeks, will amount to fully 200 cars daily. 

Bishop Clifford, the oldest Roman Catholic prelate in England, has died at Bath. He 
was uncle of the present Baron Clifford, and was an ardent antiquarian and an accom- 
plished Italian scholar. The death is also announced of the Countess of Jersey. 


An extraordinary incident is reported from Trealaw, South Wales. A truck of cattle, 
sheep, and pigs was being discharged at the station, when it was discovered that the pigs 
had devoured three sheep, the skins and bones only remaining. The pigs’ mouths were 
covered with blood. 

A cyclone swept over the district between Blue Ridge and Orange Mountains, in New 
Jersey, U.S. A., covered with the finest peach orchards in the east, which were com- 
pletely laid waste. At Princetown a railway train was blown from the track. The loss 
will amount to several hundred thousand dollars. 

The arbitrators in the Bebring Sea dispute issued their award on August 14, in favor of 
Great Britain. The regulations which have been adopted establish a close time from 
May 1 in each year to the end of July, both in the North Pacific and in the Behring Sea, 
@ protective zone being established for sixty miles round the Island of Pelagio. Sealing 
is allowed from August 1 in the Behring Sea outside this zone, but the use of firearms and 
explosives is prohibited, 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1893. 


GONE TO ANOTHER FIELD OF LABOR. 


“Tr in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable.”—1 Corinthians xv: 19. 


Were it not for the hope of a glorious resurrection our hearts would 
fail us in recording the death of another laborer in the Lord’s vineyard. 
Elder Pehr Bjorklund, of Provo, died at Helsingborg, Sweden, August 28, 
1893, and he was buried there September 2. He is the second Elder who 
has succumbed to the fell destroyer while on a mission to Sweden. The 
particulars of his death, as nearly as obtainable, are furnished us by Brother 
Carlquist of Copenhagen, but the date of birth and birthplace, as well as 
other particulars of our deceased brother, have not yet come to hand. 

We mourn with his dear ones for this loss, It is sad to hear of an Elder 
yielding up his life away from his loved ones, in a foreign land. It seems 
more so in this case, where no loving hand was permitted to touch him in 
his last moments, where even the companionship of the brother with 
whom he had labored was denied him. But when we, as children of the 
living God, view his demise in the full light of the knowledge we possess, 
our earthly sorrow is lost in the hallowed joy, springing from the hope of 
a loving reunion beyond this vale of tears. Brother Bjorklund had 
almost finished his mission in Sweden. He has been called by God to 
continue his labors in another field, where his efforts may meet with 
greater success, and his labors be crowned with greater joys. He is free 
from his earthly pains, and endowed with spiritual power to resume his 
work in the spirit world. In this knowledge we should bury our sorrow, 
for the separation is but for a short time. He has met friends beyond 
the vail, who have welcomed him as a co-worker. He will now have 
a more extensive field for his zeal, and, free from all ills, may labor 
with all diligence, until he shall be rewarded with the words, “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

To his family we offer sincere sympathy in their bereavement. We 
realize that the pang of parting, and the blank brought into our lives by 
the departure of a dear one, is often more than our own strength can bear. 
Still, if we acknowledge the hand of God in all things, in our sorrows as 
well as our joys, we partake of that heavenly spirit which makes our 
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burden lighter, and our grief less poignant. May God bless Brother 
Bjorklund’s family and, when they in their turn are called hence, may 
their reunion beyond the vail repay them for all their sorrow, al] their 


pain. J. V. B. 


A STRIKING CONTRAST. 


ForTY-SEVEN years ago a brave, honest, God-fearing band, fleeing from 
blood-thirsty mobs, were toiling across the trackless prairie between the 
Missouri River and the Rocky Mountains. They had been driven from 
their homes, their beloved city ravaged, their temple burnt, their property 
confiscated. They were going, they knew not where. Possessed of an 
abiding faith in God, they struggled on. Day by day their toilsome 
but never-faltering march left ungenerous and cruel civilization behind. 
Never a murmur, never a complaint, but at eventide many a fervent 
prayer, breathed to heaven, told wherein lay their strength. Every 
danger was braved, every obstacle overcome, until before them rose the 
snow-capped peaks, beyond whose fastnesses they hoped to find rest and 
peace. Much has been written of their wanderings, but, for centuries to 
come, this exodus of a whole people, guided by faith alone, will be cele- 
brated in poesy and song. It will prove an inexhaustible theme, and the 
now unwritten history will yet find a place among the world’s literature. 
While crossing the plains we may exclaim with the poet: 
"We mark the place where once their feeble footateps 

Trod sore, and long, upon the burning sands; 

And almost fancy we can see the waymarks 

Left by those homeless, emigrating bands.” 

Their journey almost ended, the mountain passes scaled, their haven of 
rest lay stretched out before them. The weary pilgrims turned to their 
noble leader for further guidance. The spirit of light rested upon him, 
and he felt that there the Saints would find protection and safety. 
Wrapt in a vision he contemplated the scene before him and Zion’s future 
glory. Then fell those memorable words from the lips of the Moses of 
this dispensation: “It is enough. This is the right place. Drive on.” 

There were hearts that sank at this revelation. Was this the place for 
which they had toiled and hoped? This barren waste covered with sage- 
brush; this dreary desert scarcely inhabitated by the Red Man? This 
alkali desert, whose stunted grass would barely sustain their cattle; 
where not a tree greeted the vision, and a flower dared hardly show its 
head? Who can fathom the overpowering faith that prompted these 
sturdy pioneers to begin the journey to such a desolate valley, to follow 
their leader and obey his commands? Three days later he struck the 
ground with his cane, exclaiming, “Here will be the temple of our God.” 
On that spot stands to-day the glorious Salt Lake Temple. The history of 
the world furnishes no parallel. In sublimity, that faith has no equal. 

Now commenced their struggle for subsistence. They plowed, they 
sowed, They inaugurated a system of irrigation, hitherto unknown. They 
built homes, and schoolhouses and churches. They made roads into the 
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mountains and dug canals to their farms. They conciliated the Indian, 
conquered the elements, fought the destructive crickets and grasshoppers, 
They constructed railways and established the telegraph. They erected 
granaries and storehouses. They received practical teachings from their 
leaders, which they applied to the vocations of their daily life. They 
became industrious and frugal, having already learned patience and 
humility. When others clamored for gold they were not led astray by the 
promptings to seek for hidden treasures. They preferred to raise their 
food, procure their clothing and establish happy homes. What has been 
the result? Thrift, enterprise, industry and perseverance have stamped 
their impress upon the once bleak and dreary Dead Sea valley. Pros- 
perous towns and settlements now dot the place where once burrowed 
the prairie dog and roamed the coyote. Bred under the shadow of the 
majestic mountains the new generations have imbibed that freedom and 
independence, which, unfettered by false traditions and fed by the manna 
of revealed truths, will fit them for the work which the emergencies of 
these last days will demand of them. Unmoved by the financial and 
political storms which have swept over the world, and protected from the 
ravages of the elements, they live in peace, contentment and happiness. 
How well have Isaiah’s words been fulfilled: “For the Lord shall comfort 
Zion: He will comfort all her waste places; and He will make her 
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and 
gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody.” 
Let us view the events that have transpired in the world in the mean- 
time. Ten years after their arrival they were threatened by an armed 
invasion. God overruled it for their good. A few years later, in fulfill- 
ment of prophecy, the United States engaged in civil war, a fratricidal 
struggle which cost the country thousands of valuable lives and millions 
of property. Thirty years have not effaced the results of that struggle, 
_ and the country is still paying for its costly experience. Other wars have 
followed, such as that of England with Egypt, and France with the great 
power that finally overthrew her strength, an event which was followed 
by communistic riots. Earthquakes have shaken to their foundations 
the islands of Chios, Ischia, Java and Zante, and part of Japan, not 
forgetting Charleston in America, creating widespread destruction. Floods 
have swept away towns, and sometimes the villages of entire valleys, in 
China, India, Central Europe, Russia, and even in America. Cyclones 
have produced desolation ; tornadoes have carried everything before them. 
Plagues have devastated portions of the world, and famine has lent its 
dreadful horrors toward humbling proud and boasting nations. Crime of 
every description has rapidly increased during this time. Capital and 
labor have arrayed themselves against each other, causing much suffering 
among the poor, and sometimes even bloodshed. Of all these things the 
people of Utah have known nothing, except by the reports which have 
reached them from the various scenes of these disasters. What a contrast! 
A glance at the situation of the present day will serve to bring out the 
comparison in still bolder relief. In England and Wales thousands of 
coal miners, both men and women, are out on a strike. They oppose a 
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certain reduction in their daily wages. Winter is approaching. The wages 
of the colliers, as a rule, have not permitted them to lay by much for a 
rainy day. How long, then, will they be able to endure the strain? How 
long before hunger and cold will make known their bitter pangs? Then, 
when driven to despair, what will be the result? Even now riots have 
been recorded. Thousands out of employment are compelling those who 
are willing to work to abandon their pits. This has caused a call for 
military force, and blood has already flown. This is not all. When the 
present supply of coal is exhausted, should no mutual agreement be 
effected in the meantime, the cotton mills, and all other industries, will 
be forced to close down for lack of fuel. Many more thousands will thus 
be added to the already large army of unemployed. Should this issue be 
forced, imagination can scarcely picture the dire sufferings that will ensue. 

Across the waters a similar condition is discovered. In the United 
States the financial] situation is critical. The business depression is general. 
Banks and prominent business institutions, honored for years, have 
tumbled, dragging others with them in their fall. The uncertainty of the 
prospective policy of the present government has caused many manufac- 
turing establishments to close down. Each day brings new reports of 
some financial disaster, of hundreds and thousands being thrown out of 
employment. Even bread riots are already recorded in some portions of 
that country. Inflammatory speeches have been made, and, while the 
east affects to despise it, the tendency of a union between the south and 
the west is steadily growing. One shudders at the thought of the possible 
consequences. 

How far has this effected Utah and her people? Comparatively little. 
While there has been some excitement, only a small portion of the “Mor- 
mon” population has suffered from the general panic. Money is scarce, it 
is true; but there was a time when the people had none, yet they lived 
and prospered, and they can do so again. No suffering is witnessed. The 
majority of the people own their own homes and have sufficient for their 
clothing and sustenance. What more can they ask than to live in peace 
and plenty, free from the turmoil of the busy world with its crimes and 
sorrows? 

Strict obedience to the commandments of God in all things has given to 
the Saints this blessed state of tranquility, and such obedience in the 
future will insure them God’s continued protection. They have evidenced 
it in the past. 

The Saints have been commanded to store up their grain against a time 
of famine. Just so far as this commandment has been obeyed, just so far 
will the Saints escape the distress that may at any time afflict the nations. 

Surely the contrast, so vividly brought to our minds, by the situation of 
the world to-day, should cause the Saints to give heed to the following 
warning note, uttered by President Geo. Q. Cannon, August 6: 

“The Elders have long been preaching of a famine, and have been 
warning the people that they must be prepared for the coming of this 
great scourge. We have now upon us a famine for money. I am glad this 
famine for money has come before a famine for food, as it will serve as a 
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warning of how quickly such calamities can come upon us, and will thus 
make us prepare for the famine for food that may overtake us before long.” 

Continuing his remarks, he once more dwelt on the necessity of the 
Saints becoming self-supporting. He said: 

“Tn this time of trouble the people should feel for their fellows who are 
out of work, and should see that they do not suffer in any way. This 
brings us back to first principles, and perhaps it is providential. The 
necessity of home manufactures has now been brought home to us all, as 
we find we have little work and little money, and therefore cannot buy 
the goods of other persons. The sugar factory will save this year, accord- 
ing to present calculations, at least $250,000. The fact that the farmers 
can sell so many beets this year, when they cannot sell their cattle and 
many of their farming products, amply vindicates those who were accused 
of foolhardiness in establishing the factory. I have talked with many 
prominent men of all parties, while in the east, and have assured them 
that here in the mountains is a conservative, quiet people, who cannot be 
roused to such tomfoolery as their neighbors; a people who are honest in 
all things, and will not repudiate their obligations under any circumstances 
—in fact, a people who can always be relied on, no matter what other 
men may do.” 

By obedience to the counsels of their leaders, which with their implicit 
faith has placed the Saints in their present prosperous condition, they 
will be in a position, when “by fire and by His sword the Lord will plead 
with all flesh,” to pass unscathed through the woes of those troublous 
times; and they will be able to feed those who, because they will not 
take up the sword against their neighbor, shall flee to Zion for safety. 

J. V. B. 


AN ELDER DIES IN SWEDEN. 


On August 30 we received, by telegram, from President Carlquist, of 
the Scandinavian Mission, the sad intelligence that Elder Pehr Bjork- 
Jund had died in Skane, Sweden. Instructions were forwarded for his 
interment there. Elder Bjorklund was a resident of Provo, and was about 
60 years Of age. The following additional particulars were received by 
letter from President Carlquist, September 5: 

“T have just returned from Helsingborg, where I went immediately on 
receipt of your instruction to bury Elder Bjorklund here. I found a num- 
ber of the brethren, feeling very sad. I at once set to work investigating 
matters. I learned that Elder Bjorklund had been suffering from rupture 
for several years, which at times caused him intense pain. He and another 
Elder had been out in the country preaching. They held a meeting on 
August 20, after which Elder Bjorklund became very sick, being forced to 
remain there till the 23rd, when he felt sufficiently strong to return to 
Helsingborg. On his arrival there he again broke down, and then decided 
to go to the hospital. It is supposed that while there the doctor advised 
him to undergo an operation, which was performed on Sunday, August 27. 
Such was the information his companion received when calling to see him on 
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Sunday. He was also told at that time that Brother Bjorklund was resting 
nicely and could not be disturbed. On Monday, August 28, this companion 
again called, and was then told that Elder Bjorklund had died that morn- 
ing from the effects of the operation. When I reached here I found his 
corpse in a nude condition, the wound being roughly sewn together. One 
of the Elders had with him a suit of temple-clothes, so we dressed the 
body of our brother, procured a coffin and then reported the death to the 
priest. We had secured a nice plot for his resting place, and had the 
grave dug, when we were informed by the priest that he could not be 
buried before we produced his baptismal certificate, and that he, the 
priest, must perform the burial ceremony. Notwithstanding this oppo- 
sition we decided to bury him ourselves without any more talk; so on the 
morning of September 2, at 10 o’clock, we had the body taken to the grave- 
yard. There we held a little meeting. I spoke and Elder P. T. Rundquist, 
conference president, dedicated the grave. There were present of the 
Elders from Zion: P. T. Rundquist, Ludwig Hanson, Levi Pearson, Geo. 
Wm. Johnson, Nils Monson, A. G. Bolander, Nils Sandberg, Adam Peter- 
son, of Copenhagen, and myself; beside a number of the local Saints and 
friends. We feel to thank God that we were unmolested, so that we could 
perform the last sad rites of our brother as well as we did.” 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


G. A. Iverson, in a letter to President Carlquist of the Scandinavian 
Mission, relates a few incidents of his travels in Norway, which is pub- 
lished in Skandinaviens Stjerne. He says: “My journey northward from 
Christiania was quite interesting, although | had to travel the long dis- 
tance—about 1400 miles—alone. After a less pleasing voyage of five days 
from Trondhjem, the sea being continually rough, I arrived here, at 
Tromsoe, Nordland, after an absence of a little over a month. One even- 
ing, while the steamship was taking in a supply of coal, I visited Bodoe, a 
little village of some 3000 people, situated near the polar circle. I distri- 
buted a number of small tracts among the people on the landing, and 
bore my testimony to those who would listen—a no small portion of those 
present. I learned in a most pointed way that the people here had no 
use for the ‘Mormon priest.’ My reception was very cold, but I hope my 
visit will not be wholly in vain. I am not aware that the Gospel has 
ever been preached in Bodoe; if so, it must have been long ago. But 
this is not the only place in Nordland where the light of the Gospel 
has had no opportunity of sending forth its rays. There are long stretches 
of country between Trondhjem and Vadsoe, near the Russian line, about 
1500 miles, where the Gospel has, I might say, never been declared. There 
is work up here for six or seven missionaries. 

“The words of our hymn, ‘The harvest is great and the laborers are few’ 
find ample verification in these fields, and are fully demonstrated when one 
takes a trip into the country, no matter in what direction. Many good, 
honest people dwell here who are completely ignorant of the existence of 
such a religious people as the Latter-day Saints or ‘ Mormons.’ 
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“While on a steamboat a day or two ago, one of the passengers asked 
me, ‘Where are you from?’ I answered that I was from Utah, and that I 
had lived there for many years. I expected that, on learning this, he 
would look upon me with holy horror, but imagine my astonishment when 
he exclaimed: ‘Utah! where is that?’ 

“The majority of the people of this region have not the moral courage 
to acknowledge that they have any leaning towards the doctrines of the 
Latter-day Saints, much less to attend our meetings before the eyes of 
others. But, although the darkness of night is banished and the sun 
shows itself over the horizon all the time for two or three months, accord- 
ing to the location of the place, there are some in this place who are 
unprejudiced and possess sufficient independence to attend our meetings, 
so that our chapel is well filled. Many are interested in the Gospel, and 
some of them have courage enough to leave the world and make covenants 
with the Lord. There seems now every reason to believe that the numbers 
of the Saints will be increased in the near future. As I have said before 
there is work for many Elders up here, and if any one thinks that all 
Norway has had the opportunity of hearing the Gospel, he must banish 
that thought, for such is not the case. 

“Much could be said of the wonders of Nordland. Let me only name 
the midnight sun. At midnight of June 17, I saw the sun from the top of 
Tromsoe in beautiful, clear weather. It appeared wholly natural. No 
great power of imagination is necessary to understand how it appears. 
To be on that part of this globe where the entire night is illuminated by 
the sun, and where daylight reigns uninterruptedly for four solid months, 
is fairly interesting; but to one unused to such a thing, all interest soon 
wanes, because of the inconvenience of sleeping in the sunlight, of which 
@ single window admits more than is desirable. It is almost impossible 
for me to sleep at night unless I closely cover the windows before going 
to rest. | 

“We had real winter weather July 12 and 13. The snow drifted in the 
streets as if it had been in January, and the temperature fell to 24 degrees 
of heat, Celsius. 

“The few Saints we have here are zealous in the cause of truth, and do 
what they can to encourage and help the work along. They are good and 
faithful, and, though it seems hard to be despised by former friends, they 
live near to God and He gives them strength.” 

Elder John Christenson, laboring near Kalmar, Sweden, writes to Nord- 
stjernan: “Since our arrival we have been engaged in holding meetings in 
the city and the country and distributing our books and tracts as much as 
possible. A few are interested in our teachings and we feel that the seed 
sown will bear fruit in the Lord’s own time. Though but few will listen to 
our message we do not feel discouraged, for we know that truth will prevail. 
We have made several visits to Oland (an island in the Baltic), held some 
meetings, and sold a few books. On a journey through the south of Oland 
we came to South Sandby, a village of perhaps twenty-five families. We 
sought to secure lodgings for the night, but it appeared as if all were a 
unit in turning us off. The last family we visited seemed more hospitable, 
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and we were permitted to stop over night. Before we retired to rest we 
asked our host if we could sing a song. He assented and we sang. The 
atmosphere was balmy, and it seemed as if all nature joined in our song. 
It was not long before people gathered to listen. When our song was 
ended a goodly crowd had assembled. We asked them if they wanted to 
hear us preach. All answered ‘yes.’ They listened to us with close 
attention. We felt that the Spirit of God was with us, and we thanked 
our Heavenly Father for having opened the way for us to declare the truth 
to a few of His sons and daughters.” 

Elder John J. James, writing from Camborne, England, gives the follow- 
ing report of the labors in that portion of the Mission: “We are getting 
along quite nicely so far. We have held fourteen meetings since the first 
of the present month and now have five appointments to fill. We have 
met with much opposition from men who have heard Jarman lecture, and 
also men who have heard and read fictitious stories about the ‘Mormons.’ 
I think we have ably met them on every hand and intend to continue 
holding meetings.” 

Elder Frank M. Young, writing to the MILLENNIAL Star from Nurnberg, 
Bavaria, Germany, says: “The word of the Lord is gradually progressing in 
this place. We have some earnest Saints and they are seeking to live their 
religion. On the other hand we have some who are discontented. At 
present a wave of dissatisfaction has overwhelmed some of our members, 
owing to the reports of a brother who emigrated in June. He said he 
found Utah in hard straits. He evidently did not go there for the Gospel, 
but to better himself in the possession of worldly goods. He has returned 
to New York and is there very zealously imparting ‘true light,’ as he calls 
it, about Utah. The Saints, however, must be tried, and if they be found 
wanting the test will soon make it manifest.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
A little boy of Marion Hancock’s, at Payson, Utah County, had his right arm broken 
~ and elbow disjointed while mounting a horse. 

While Pat Donovan was engaged in moving a piece of iron, weighing 450 pounds, it 
fell upon his left foot, completely severing the big toe. 

Alfred Fairclough, in jumping from a street car, came in contact with an electric wire. 
pole, and sustained deep cuts and severe bruises about the head. 

Salt Lake City has now a bathing resort in the heart of the city. The building is 330 
feet long and three stories high, and the conveniences for public bathing are said to be 
admirable. 

General Passenger Agent Burley, of the Union Pacific, on returning to Utah from an 
eastern trip, declared that Utah’s financial soundness is very favorably commented upon 
in the East. | 

While Eugene Bone was working in the field near Lehi, he dug up a last year’s beet. 
On cutting it open he found in it a very sweet syrup, which filled the entire inside of 
the root. ° 

Mrs. Wm. J. Taylor, of Spring Lake, was the victim of an accident on Monday last. 
She was getting in a buggy when an open umbrella frightened the horse. She was 
thrown violently to the ground, and her leg was badly broken. 


